
At Presbyterian Music Camp, music is central to our celebration and praise 
of God.  We welcome all families and individuals who come together to 
experience inclusive Christian community in a natural outdoor setting. 

Presbyterian Music Camp (PMC) 2023 - Summary: 

PMC found a new home in 2023, Camp Kintail, near Goderich.  Interest in 
PMC was very strong this year; camp was fully subscribed within a few 
weeks of the opening of registration.  We had 156 registered campers, 116 
adults, 12 teens, 18 children (5 -12) and 7 children under 5.  The Deans for 
our week of camp were the Reverend Hugh Donnelly and David 
Linderman, both long-time campers and active leaders in Presbyterian 
congregations.  Our Deans inspired our camp with the theme “Jesus, the 
great storyteller”.  The theme was explored in morning and evening worship 
services led by the deans and by camper families. Blessed with many 
volunteer workshop leaders, PMC 2023 offered a broad spectrum of 
activities including prayer group, bible study, choral and instrumental music, 
arts and crafts, drama and nature exploration.  Recognizing a need within 
our community, the Caring Community Initiative subcommittee of the PMC 
board organized mental health workshops at the 2023 camp, thanks to the 
generous support of the Presbyterian Church in Canada. The grant is 
supported in part by a bequest to The Presbyterian Church in Canada.  
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PMC Theme in 2023. “Jesus, the great storyteller” 

Morning and evening programs at PMC start with a short worship service.  
David Linderman opened services with music and short inspiring readings 
and quotations.  Hugh Donnelly introduced the theme of the day and 
shared a meditation on the theme.  Two of the evening services were led 
by camper families, focusing on the theme of the day. 

Themes of the Day 

Monday - Stories of Identity: Who are we as the people of God? Luke 
8:42-48. (the woman who touched the hem of Jesus’ garment) 

Tuesday - Stories of Comfort: Where do we find peace? John 20:19-22 
(resurrection appearance to the disciples) 

Wednesday - Stories of Challenge: Where do we find growth? Matthew 
5:13-16 (salt of the earth) 

Thursday - Stories of Inclusion: Who’s in God’s community? Matthew 
14:13-21 (feeding of 5000) 

Friday - Stories of Hope: What keeps us going? Luke 24:13-35 (Emmaus) 

PMC 2023 Camp Program 

Camp Kintail was already booked for the week-end that would have been 
the final week-end of PMC, so this year camp finished on Friday, 
shortening our typical program.  Workshops ran from Monday to Thursday 
with the final concert on Friday morning.  Likewise, fewer evening programs 
were held, focusing on those most beloved by the community:  campfire 
night, live-band karaoke / coffee house, variety (skit) night, and the closing 
Agape worship service. 

Camp Kintail is a beautiful facility.  The Kintail camp leadership and staff 
were wonderfully helpful and accommodating in supporting us as we 
adjusted our program to the new site and to the larger than usual number 
of campers. 



The daily workshop program is presented in Exhibit 1.  The schedule was 
designed to provide activities for each demographic in each of the 5 
workshop periods.  It has been customary for large group activities, like 
Camp Choir and Concert Band to be held in the morning, providing an 
opportunity for community building with child care options for parents.  The 
afternoon workshops are generally smaller but more numerous, appealing 
to diverse interests.  

As part of a special initiative of the board in 2022/2023, PMC offered 
Mental Health workshops led by Tom Roes, Registered Social Worker and 
Family Therapist.  Two workshops were held each day to increase the 
opportunities for campers to attend.  Approximately 30 campers attended 
one or both sessions.  The conversations were free-flowing, discussing 
topics suggested by participants, expertly facilitated by Tom Roes.  On 
Thursday, Tom met with individuals for 15 minute, private sessions and was 
also available through the week for one on one conversations.  Feedback 
from campers was overwhelmingly positive. 

Results from Camper Survey 

Campers were asked to complete on-line or hardcopy surveys at the end of 
camp.  We were very pleased to get 89 responses from a total camp 
population of 156, 25 of which were children 12 and under.  The survey 
results will be considered in planning the 2024 camp.  Key insights from the 
survey were: 

• Campers were very happy with the Kintail site. The 
accommodations were comfortable and clean.  The cabins would 
benefit from more shelving/storage space.  

• The food at Camp Kintail was great.  There were suggestions for 
more vegetarian protein sources and raw vegetables. 

•  The program was very much appreciated.  There were requests 
for more variety for young children and non-musicians.  Some 
workshop / event locations felt cramped. 

• Campers look forward to a longer camp. 



PMC Administrative Accomplishments in 2022 / 2023 

The two main administrative initiatives of the PMC board last year were the 
camp site search and the Caring Community Initiative (mentioned above). 

Caring Community Initiative 

Through the course of the 2022 Music Camp, the PMC board recognized 
that many in our community were experiencing mental health challenges, 
exacerbated by the isolation of the pandemic.  The PMC board struck a 
subcommittee, the Caring Community Initiative (CCI), to review our 2022 
camp experience and to propose recommendations.  The subcommittee’s 
recommendations addressed camp procedures and training, and proposed 
that we offer a mental health workshop at the 2023 camp. The workshop 
was intended as a safe and supportive environment to better understand 
mental health issues.  The cost of the training and mental health workshop 
recommendations were generously supported through a Presbyterian 
Church in Canada Special Projects Grant, which in turn was made possible 
by a bequest to the church.  The subcommittee has prepared a full report 
that will be issued to the PCC.  

 Site Search 

The PMC board was notified at the end of October, 2022, that Camp 
Tamarack had contracted with another, larger group and would not be 
offering a week to PMC.  A subcommittee of the board reviewed a list of 
Ontario Camp Association registered camps that rent their facilities to the 
public. Through internet research and phone interviews, the subcommittee 
narrowed the list down to two viable candidate sites, which were visited in 
December.  Camp Kintail, a Presbyterian camp near Goderich Ontario was 
selected.  Due to previous commitments, Camp Kintail could not offer us a 
full week of camp until 2025, but could accommodate shorter (Sunday to 
Friday) camps in 2023 and 2024.  Camp Kintail is a fantastic facility that 
can accommodate all PMC activities and has more to offer.  While many 
campers were upset by the news that PMC would not be returning to Camp 
Tamarack, our experience at Camp Kintail was excellent and feedback from 
campers about the site is very positive.  



For over 25 years PMC has been part of the Synod of Central, Northern 
Ontario and Bermuda (CNOB). Relocation to Camp Kintail places PMC’s 
physical location in the Synod of Southwestern Ontario. Conversations 
have already begun and will continue with the Synod Executive CNOB 
about the implications of this change of physical location. PMC’s relation 
with the Presbyterian Church in Canada is very important to us and we are 
looking to continue and build that relationship.  

Current PMC Financial Summary 

 The Board follows the principles listed below in the management of PMC 
finances: 

• We will be good stewards of PMC community money; 

• Our goal is to be revenue neutral; 

• We prioritize making camp affordable for families and support 
campers that need financial help; 

• All board and staff positions are unpaid, direct expenses related to 
camp activities are reimbursed at cost. 

Even before the move from Camp Tamarack, the Board recognized that 
inflation of food and other costs over the last few years would necessarily 
increase camp rental and therefore PMC registration fees.  The fees at 
Camp Kintail were higher, and structured differently.  To encourage 
campers to make the move to camp Kintail and to ensure that registration 
fees for families would be affordable, the Board agreed to implement only a 
modest 5% increase in the adult camper fee and to subsidize the youth rate 
by $200/camper from our surplus.  (It must be acknowledged that, because 
our camp was two days shorter, our camper fees increased more than 5% 
implicitly.)  We budgeted $7,000 from our savings to cover a potential 
overrun.  Thankfully, due to high registration numbers and generous 
donations to the Alison Stewart-Patterson fund that supports campers in 
financial need, the deficit for PMC 2023 was limited to $3223.97.  Our 
financial position is still preliminary; the final numbers rely on the HST 
rebate that we will receive at the end of the year and the gains or losses in 



our Consolidated Portfolio investments.  A financial summary is presented 
in the table below.  A detailed accounting of our financial position (as of 
September 15th) is presented in Exhibit 2. 

Table 1:  Financial Summary of PMC 2023 Camp Operations as of 2023 
September 15 



Membership of the PMC Board 

PMC board elections were held at the first meeting of the new camp 
planning year, on September 30th.  The board of directors for the 
2023/2024 camp planning year is presented in Exhibit 3.  New directors will 
assume their roles as of October 31. 
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Exhibit 1:  PMC 2023 Workshop Schedule 
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Exhibit 2:  Preliminary Statement of Financial Activity - 2023 Jan1 to Sep 15 



Exhibit 3:  Officers and Directors of the Presbyterian Music Camp Board, 
2023-2024 - Confirmed 2023 Sep 30, Effective 2023 Oct 31 


